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<Abstract>

A Policy Proposal for National Spatial Balanced Development
with Special Reference to the Promotion of a Variety of
Regional Projects as Proposed for the Southern Coastal

Area to a Priority National Development Policy

Hyung-Kook Kim

Professor, Seoul National University

Successful implementation of investment projects for balanced national spatial
development needs a huge amount of the central government funds over a long
period of time. The project should also be fully legitimatized to overcome the
change of political regimes so that investment can be continuously made. In this
connection, it is urgent to put a priority national effort in a full-scale development
project in southern coastal area, the farthest from the core region of Seoul. We
can anticipate a success in this project, as seen in the excellent experiences of a
counter-pole project in French Mediterranean region, which was undertaken by the
de Gaulle government to lessen severe population concentration in Paris in the
early 1960’s. At present, we need presidential backing to lead the scattered
southern coastal development projects that are often tourist industry-based to be a
part of a comprehensive national spatial policy. The presidential commitment
might be followed if and when the Democratic Party, a minority party,
nevertheless, enjoying a firm political support from the west-southern coastal area
of South Korea, strongly insists on implementing the southern development plan at
the head. This is due to the fact that the opposition party is thought to play a

casting vote power in the coming presidential election of 2007.

Keywords: national spatial balanced development; political commitment; presi-
dential backing; change of political regimes; congestion of the Seoul
core region; growing regional divide; counter-pole as southern coastal
area of the Korean Peninsula; coalition of political parties; Presidential
Election of 2007.



